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Human settlement is about reaching a  
balance to achieve a good quality of life for  
the community. Population growth, housing, 
waste generation and noise in an urban setting 
are all factors that impinge either positively or 
negatively on the community. 

6.1 Pressures on Human Settlement

Key localised pressures include:
• waste generation
• growing population
• increased packaging
• illegal dumping and littering
• e-waste, and 
• noise (urban developments, companion animals,  

transport, construction and recreation).

6.2 Condition of our Human Settlement

The Manly LGA is home to over 41,000 people, is bordered 
on three sides by water and continues to experience higher 
density living. The increased number of people living in the 
area can have both positive and negative implications. Negative 
implications include an increase in waste and noise which may 
have an effect on human health and wellbeing, whilst positive 
implications include a greater sense of community. Data col-
lected over the past 5 years on the condition of Manly’s human 
settlement is provided in Tables 11 to 13. 

Top: Marine Parade, Fairy Bower. Source: Manly Council. 
Above: Public Place Recycling Bins. Source: Manly Council.
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INDICAToR YeAR manly
estimated  
population of LGA 
– at 30 June 2010

2006/07 39,103

2007/08 39,677

2008/09 39,667

2009/10 40,939

2010/11 41,925

Residential  
density  
(persons per 
hectare)

2006/07 25.82

2007/08 26.21

2008/09 26.20

2009/10 27.04

2010/11 27.88

INDICAToR YeAR manly
General noise 
complaints  
received by 
council

2006/07 40

2007/08 90

2008/09 87

2009/10 217

2010/11 118

Barking dog  
complaints  
received by 
council

2006/07 7

2007/08 67

2008/09 16

2009/10 30

2010/11 50

Table 12: Noise

Table 13: Waste

Local Snapshot

Table 11:  Population

INDICAToR YeAR manly
Total waste to 
landfill including 
general cleanup 
(tonnes) 

2006/07 7,921

2007/08 8,402

2008/09 8,416

2009/10 8,453

2010/11 7,909

Total waste to 
recycling including  
paper, co-mingled, 
metal and green 
waste (tonnes)

2006/07 7,479

2007/08 7,576

2008/09 6,618

2009/10 7,407

2010/11 7,648

Total waste to 
landfill including 
general cleanup 
per capita (kg)

2006/07 203

2007/08 212

2008/09 212

2009/10 207

2010/11 189

Total waste to 
recycling including 
metal and green 
waste per capita 
(kg)

2006/07 193

2007/08 191

2008/09 167

2009/10 181

2010/11 182

Green waste 
diverted from 
landfill per capita 
(kg)

2006/07 41

2007/08 44

2008/09 30

2009/10 45

2010/11 56

General cleanup 
sent to landfill per 
capita (kg)

2006/07 22

2007/08 22

2008/09 30

2009/10 24

2010/11 23



6.3 Responding to Human Settlement Issues

Council has undertaken and has been  involved in a number  
of projects, programs and working groups to address issues 
relating to and to improve the condition of Manly’s human  
settlement which are outlined below.

Regional Responses

Shaping our Future 
The SHoRoC region is required by the NSW Metropolitan Plan 
to accommodate an additional 22,800 dwellings and the capacity 
for 20,800 jobs over the next 20 years due to an expected 
population increase of around 30,000 people. This has the  
potential for significant negative impacts on our way of life, 
bush, beach and waterways if not managed well.

A key focus of Shaping Our Future strategy is to promote  
ecological sustainable development to accommodate  
population, housing and growth targets required by the State 
Government whilst retaining the highly valued natural beauty 
of the region and providing for vibrant, sustainable and  
connected communities.

Increasing resource avoidance, reuse and recovery to 
reduce waste to landfill 
The SHoRoC member Councils are in a unique position to 
sustainably manage the waste of our region for many years to 
come because Kimbriki environmental enterprises Pty Ltd (Kee) 
has been formed by the member Councils to own and  
operate the Kimbriki Resource Recovery Centre, with the 
member Councils as shareholders. The member Councils and 
Kimbriki are working towards a target to divert at least 66 per 
cent of residential waste going to landfill by 2014, as outlined 
in the NSW Government’s Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Strategy. Key projects in 2010 were working toward 
construction of new resource recovery facilities at Kimbriki and 
toward implementation of a common collection system across 
the region. 

Noise Management  
Noise pollution is regulated under the Protection of the Environ-
ment Operations (POEO) Act 1997 and councils use a range of 
measures to ensure noise in the community is kept at an accept-
able level. Noise impacts are carefully considered during the 
development approval process and consents are appropriately 
conditioned to regulate and control noise. Noise requirements 
are also considered and included within planning instruments 
such as development control plans to reduce and control noise. 

Delivering Local Responses

electronic Waste Recycling Kerb side collection  
Manly Council held 2 electronic waste (e-waste) curbside  
collections in 2010/11 in which 75 tonnes of e-waste was  
recovered for recycling. This included e-waste such as 
televisions, computers and peripherals, printers, scanners, 
modems, DVD players, videocassette recorders and  
gaming consoles.

e-waste Collection. Source: Manly Council.

Second Hand Saturday 
Second Hand Saturday is a program aimed at promoting reuse 
and repair as opposed to disposal by encouraging residents to 
host a garage sale prior to their general clean up by placing a 
free ad in the Manly Daily and providing posters and other  
promotional material. This may effectively reduce the amount 
of waste that is sent to landfill and reduces demand on  
resources for new goods. 

Second Hand Saturday also promotes community spirit by 
encouraging neighbours to get together to organise a garage 
sale or street sale. Council supports residents by advertising 
their garage sale in the Manly Daily and providing posters to 
assist with promotion. over the past year over 35 households 
participated which means goods that may otherwise end up 
in landfill have been acquired by someone else.
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Litterguards 
The Litterguards Program was developed in response to  
community pressure to reduce littering on and around the 
ocean Beach area of Manly during the peak summer period. 
The main objectives of the program are to:
• decrease litter on the beach and in the marine environment
• educate the public about the social, economic and  

environmental impacts of litter, and
• encourage best practice waste management in public 

places and litter avoidance.

Litterguards wear distinctive clothing and directly approach 
groups and individuals on the beach reminding them to 
properly dispose of their waste and recycling. The focus for 
2010/11 was visitors and youth, who were observed to be the 
most prolific offenders by Council rangers, compliance staff and 
Litterguards alike. Litterguards patrolled more than 200 hours 
on our beaches over the summer months and also spoke with 
over 6,000 individuals reminding them to take their rubbish 
with them and dispose of it appropriately. overall the response 
to the Program from both visitors and locals was extremely 
favourable and Litterguards received many positive comments 
during their 2010/11 beach patrols.

Food Wine and Sustainability Festival 
Manly Council’s annual Food and Wine Festival attracts  
around 30,000 people. The festival is an opportunity to provide 
information on waste and recycling and encourage home  
composting. The 2011 Food Wine and Sustainability Festival 
featured biodegradable cutlery and crockery that was collected 
after use at numerous bin stations for large scale composting.

 
More than 88% of the total waste generated by this year’s 
20,000 – 30,000 participants was diverted from landfill for  
recycling, which is the best outcome in 21 years of the festival’s 
history. This included 5.14 tonnes of plastic, glass, aluminium 
and steel containers, 1.5 tonnes of paper and cardboard  
recycling and 0.78 tonne of food organics which was composted 
at the SITA’s Advanced Resource Recovery facility. There were 
over 100 volunteers assisting with waste awareness and  
helping festival goers use the correct bins.

Companion Animal education  
Manly hosted a Dog Day out in August 2010. This event  
provides residents and visitors with a forum for companion 
animal social interaction. The event also provides Council  
with a valuable opportunity to communicate with dog owners  
and raise awareness of responsible dog ownership. 

 

Food Wine and Sustainability Festival. Source: Manly Council. Dogs Day out August 2010. Source: Manly Council.


