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‘Sustainability’ is being able to meet the needs 
of the present without depleting resources or 
harming natural cycles for future generations. 
Planning for environmental sustainability  
provides a framework which links economic, 
social, environmental and governance matters. 

The awareness and action of the community are vital in  
achieving sustainable outcomes. Council has adopted measures 
to ensure operations are moving towards sustainability,  
and runs programs for the community aimed at achieving  
environmental sustainability across a range of issues such as 
water conservation, biodiversity management, sustainable 
transport, energy reduction, waste avoidance and  
minimisation. 

This chapter builds on the previous chapters by providing  
further detail on community and corporate action for  
sustainability.

Cycling Along the Ocean Promenade. Source: Manly Council.

8.1 responding to Sustainability issues 

regional responses

Shaping our Future Strategy 
Shaping Our Sustainable Future (an action plan for creating a 
more sustainable SHoRoC region together) adopted in may 
2011) brings together for the first time a range of projects that 
will be delivered collectively by the SHOROC member Councils 
over the next four years to create a more sustainable region. 

This document forms part two of the Shaping Our Future  
strategy. It is an action plan outlining the key areas the member 
Councils will work on together to improve our region’s  
sustainability, building on the already significant range of  
member Council projects already being delivered or in  
planning stages.

The action plan includes projects focussing on integrated  
transport, renewable energy, climate change, ecologically  
sustainable development, waste avoidance and re-use, water 
use, enhancing biodiversity and living and working more 
 sustainably.

For more information on Shaping Our Sustainable Future and 
the key stakeholders involved in the sustainability action plan, 
please visit www.shoroc.com/sustainability

Health of the Region Indicators Project 
Indicators or Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are a vital  
element of any planning process, particularly for priority 
setting, to enable regular reporting, and for benchmarking, 
monitoring and review of local and regional issues.

A set of ‘Health of the Region’ indicators has been agreed  
for use by the member Councils and SHOROC, which bring  
together key indicators on each of the overarching domains  
for the region. The data set is sourced from a mix of council 
data and freely available data sets and comprises 32 core  
indicators across the five ‘domains’:
• Health and wellbeing
• Natural environment
• Built environment
• Jobs and economic development, and
• Leadership.
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This integrated suite of indicators will be used to develop  
bi-annual ‘Health of the Region’ reports every two years to 
align with the mid-term of council and the end of the elected 
term of office. The indicators and reports will be available on 
the SHOROC website in November 2011.

Regional Sustainable Purchasing and Procurement 
SHOROC acknowledges that it has a vital role to play at the  
local level in promoting sustainable development and can  
make a contribution towards meeting the challenges of  
creating a sustainable society.  SHOROC supports the principles 
of sustainable purchasing and pursues the objectives of  
purchasing products and services that are sustainable.  

As a regional body SHOROC has developed a comprehensive 
Sustainable Purchasing Policy that is applicable to all  
procurement activities carried out by the SHOROC  
purchasing group.

SHOROC pursues the following objectives through sustainable 
purchasing to:
• eliminate unnecessary inefficiency, waste and expenditure
• contribute to the combined purchasing power of local 

government to further stimulate demand for sustainable 
products

• advance sustainability by participating in ‘closing the  
life-cycle loop’

• increase awareness about the range and quality of  
products available

• deliver Council’s commitments in relation to ecologically 
sustainable development (ESD) and other environmental 
and social objectives

• play a leadership role in advancing long term social and 
environmental sustainability, and

• support local businesses and organisations.

Weedy Seadragon. Source: www.istockphoto.com
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Delivering Local responses

Sustainability and Climate Change Committee 
The Sustainability and Climate Change Committee (SCCC), one 
of Council’s special purpose advisory committees, continued  
to meet this reporting year. The SCCC has provided valuable 
strategic input into some of Council’s projects and plans that 
relate to sustainability and climate change. This includes the 
implementation monitoring of the Manly Sustainability Strategy 
and feedback on the Corporate Carbon Emissions Reduction 
Strategy and action Plan as part of the Carbon Emissions  
Reduction Project.   

Sustainable Procurement 
Council resolved to become a member of the Local Government 
and Shires Association’s (LGSA) Sustainable Choice Program on 
21 June 2010. In 2010/11 training was provided by the LGSA  
for staff involved in sustainable purchasing and an internal 
team was formed to coordinate and progress sustainable  
procurement within Council.   

manly Sustainability Fair 2010 
In June 2011, Manly Council held its fifth annual Sustainability 
Fair on Manly Corso as part of the Manly Food, Wine and  
Sustainability Festival. The aim of the Fair is to promote  
sustainability and communicate that it can be incorporated  
into all aspects of our personal and working lives. The Fair 
showcased sustainable lifestyle products, technologies and 
practices such as ecoshopping, sustainable gardening and 
sustainable building design. Thousands of people attended the 
event, making it the most successful of Manly’s Sustainability 
Fairs to date.

Manly Council Stall for the Manly Sustainability Fair. Source: 
Manly Council.

 
Clothing Swap (2010). Source: Manly Council.

Green Up Your Life! Sustainable Living Program 
The Green Up Your Life! Sustainable Living Program is an  
Education for Sustainability (EfS) initiative designed to engage, 
educate, empower and inspire the local community in the face 
of climate change and the increasing need for individuals, 
communities and countries to be rapidly shifting towards a 
sustainable way of life. The program is comprised of practical 
workshops, clothing swaps, documentary screenings,  
children’s activities and walking tours.  It is an engagement  
and educational tool that has been extremely popular within 
the Manly community and has helped mobilise individuals 
towards sustainability through the wide range of activities on 
offer. Since its launch in 2009 it has delivered 88 events and  
has directly engaged 2,471 people in workshops and documen-
tary screenings at Manly Cinemas. 

Make a Difference in Manly 
In November 2010, Manly Council held a community leader 
training course titled ‘Participatory Skills for Sustainable  
Futures’. This course aimed to build the capacity of existing and 
aspiring community leaders to engage and assist individuals, 
groups, colleagues and networks in their communities and/or 
workplace to achieve meaningful change for sustainability.  
This course was a huge success and as a result four key  
community sustainability initiatives were identified and will 
be implemented in the community independently of Council. 
These are: 
1. Kangaroo St Community Garden Group – to see Manly 

Council’s first centralised community garden established.
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2. Don’t Bag Manly! Action Group – to see the eradication  
of freely distributed plastic bags in Manly by World  
Environment Day next year (Sunday, June 5th).

3. Northern Beaches Sustainability Network – An umbrella 
group to network and represent all the sustainability/ 
environmentally related community groups in the area.

4. Water Saving/Recycling Community Display in Manly –  
this feature will ideally be integrated into the proposed 
community garden on Kangaroo St.

Fair Trade 
In September 2008, Manly Council officially received Fair Trade 
Accreditation from the Fair Trade Association of Australia and 
New Zealand (FTAANZ) making Manly NSW’s first Fair Trade 
Community. As part of Manly Council’s commitment to Fair 
Trade, Council ran two Fair Trade Markets during the reporting 
year. Council’s ninth Fair Trade market, a Christmas market,  
was held on 28 November 2010, and the tenth Manly Fair Trade 
Market on May 7, 2011, during Fair Trade Fortnight. 

A range of Fair Trade vendors were showcased along with 
entertainment, kid’s activities, Fair Trade coffee and chocolate. 
Australia continues to be one of the world’s fastest growing 
markets for Fairtrade Certified products with sales tripling 
in just 12 months to over $120 million in 2010.  Chocolate 
replaced coffee as Australia’s biggest selling Fairtrade Certified 
product with sales soaring by over 1500% due in part to the  
introduction of new Fairtrade Certified blocks from Cadbury, 
Alter Eco and ALDI in 2010.

Manly Fair Trade Markets. Source: Manly Council.

Project Penguin ‘Penguin News’ Exhibit. Source: Manly Council.

The manly Environment Centre 
The Manly Environment Centre (MEC) acts as an environmental 
resource and research centre, and advocate an advocate for 
local issues and environmental educator.  The shop front houses 
more than 30,000 publications and other resources, the largest 
collection of environmental education materials accessible to 
the community in Australia. Information is provided to people, 
empowering them to take action and make lifestyle choices 
which will create positive outcomes for themselves, the wider 
community (locally and globally) and the environment.  

During the reporting year, the MEC staff undertook preparations 
for an International Conference on Eco Ideas in celebration of 
its 20 years of operation to be held in September 2011 at North 
Head Sanctuary. 

 The MEC also held a ‘Day at the Bay, Earth Day event’ at  
Cabbage Tree Bay, to encourage people to learn about the  
marine environment and to make a meaningful and lasting  
contribution to its protection. Preschoolers and their parents 
contributed to a giant mural for permanent display, residents 
and visitors were provided an opportunity to comment on 
OEH’s Draft Plan of Management for Cabbage Tree Bay and 
learn from the many interpretive signs along Marine Parade 
Walkway. This event won the Local Government and Shires 
Award for Communication, Education and Empowerment.   

The MEC held a four day exhibition at the Australian Museum 
for the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity.  Interactive 
displays were provided by Sydney Wildlife Rescue, Ecodivers, 
OEH’s Penguin Wardens, North Head Sanctuary and Manly Village 
School (featuring their Project Penguin’s ‘Penguin News’)  
highlighting the diversity of wildlife on the Northern Beaches.


